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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3, 5-8, 10-12 and 14 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-3, 5-8, 10-12 and 14 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ikeda (JP 408298509 A). 

Regarding claim 1, Ikeda discloses a facsimile machine (facsimile apparatus 201, 
see Fig. 2) connectable to PSTN (PSTN 120) and another network (LAN 135) and 
adapted to receive data from a data transmitter (data from devices connected to LAN 
135, see Fig. 2) over the another network and transfer the data to a recipient, 
comprising: 

a memory (RAM 103) for storing delivery conditions (communication 
management information, para. 0036), including whether or not a request for data 
transfer should be accepted, in accordance with at least part of an address of a data 
transmitter (communication links, para. 0036); and 
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a control unit (CPU 101 controlling entire facsimile apparatus 201, para. 0010) for 
determining whether the request for data transfer should be accepted, based on the 
address (para. 0038 and para. 0048) of the data transmitter and the delivery conditions 
(communication management information, para. 0036), wherein the another network 
includes LAN and internet (see Fig. 2), the data is an e-mail (para. 0003), and the 
control unit accepts the request for data transfer if the e-mail is received over LAN and 
does not accept the request for data transfer if the e-mail is received over the internet 
(determined based on communication management information, para. 0036), wherein 
when the control unit does not accept the request for data transfer, the request for data 
transfer is printed (management report is printed when data cannot be managed, para. 
0070). 

Regarding claim 2, Ikeda discloses a facsimile machine (facsimile apparatus 201, 
see Fig. 2) connectable to PSTN (PSTN 120) and another network (LAN 135) and 
adapted to receive data from a data transmitter (data from devices connected to LAN 
135, see Fig. 2) over the another network and transfer the data to a recipient 
comprising: 

a memory (RAM 103) for storing delivery conditions (communication 
management information, para. 0036) including recipients registered in accordance with 
at least part of an address of a data transmitter; and 

a control unit (CPU 101 controlling entire facsimile apparatus 201, para. 0010) for 
determining a recipient of data, based on the address (para. 0038) of the data 
transmitter (para. 0039 and para. 0048) and the delivery conditions (communication 



Application/Control Number: 09/733,230 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2625 

management information, para. 0036), and transferring the data to the determined 
recipient, wherein the another network includes LAN and internet (see Fig. 2), the data 
is an e-mail (para. 0003), and the control unit accepts the request for data transfer if the 
e-mail is received over LAN and does not accept the request for data transfer if the e- 
mail is received over the internet (determined based on communication management 
information, para. 0036), wherein when the control unit does not accept the request for 
data transfer, the request for data transfer is printed (management report is printed 
when data cannot be managed, para. 0070). 

Regarding claim 3, Ikeda discloses a facsimile machine of claim 2, wherein the 
delivery conditions include day and time of data transfer (see at least para. 0046). 

Regarding claim 5, Ikeda discloses a facsimile machine of claim 2, wherein the 
recipient is specified by a facsimile number (para. 0038) or e-mail address. 

Regarding claim 6, Ikeda discloses a facsimile machine of claim 2, wherein the 
controller can transfer the data to a plurality of recipients (see Fig. 7). 

Regarding claim 7, Ikeda discloses a facsimile machine of claim 6, wherein the 
recipients are specified by facsimile numbers and e-mail addresses (para. 0003, Fig. 3, 
and Fig. 7). 

Regarding claim 8, Ikeda discloses a facsimile machine of claim 2, wherein the 
recipients include a printer (printer 206, see Fig. 2) connected to the another network 
(LAN 135). 

Regarding claim 10, Ikeda discloses a data transfer method comprising the steps 

of: 
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A) receiving data over a network (receiving data from devices connected to LAN 
135, see Fig. 2); 

B) determining whether the data should be transferred to a designated recipient 
based on predetermined delivery conditions and an address of a data transmitter 
(determined based on communication management information, para. 0036), wherein 
the network includes LAN and internet (see Fig. 2), the data is an e-mail (para. 0003), 
and the step B determines that the data should be transferred if the e-mail is received 
over LAN and that the data should not be transferred if the e-mail is received over the 
internet (determined based on communication management information, para. 0036) 
and 

C) printing the data when the step B determines that the data should not be 
transferred (management report is printed when data cannot be managed, para. 0070). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Ikeda discloses a data transfer method of claim 10 further 
including the step of transferring the data to the designated recipient according to 
determination made in the step B (recipient determined based on communication 
management information, para. 0036). 

Regarding claim 12, Ikeda discloses a data transfer method of claim 10, wherein 
the predetermined delivery conditions include day and time of data transfer (see at least 
para. 0046). 

Regarding claim 14, Ikeda discloses a data transfer method of claim 10, wherein 
the recipient is a printer (printer 206, see Fig. 2) connected to the network (LAN 135). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Lett whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7464. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 
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